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Festival of Goodwill 2005 
Christ and Humanity 

Two of the three full-moon festivals that make 
up the “Higher Interlude” have well-known 
antecedents in religious tradition.  The Chris-
tian feast of Easter is celebrated on the Sunday 
following the full moon in Aries, and the Bud-
dhist Wesak festival is observed at the full 
moon in Taurus.  But the third festival at the 
full moon in Gemini is, for us at least, a new 
creation.  Known variously as the Festival of 
Goodwill, Festival of the Christ, Festival of 
Humanity, or World Invocation Day, it was 
announced by the Tibetan Master, Djwhal 
Khul after World War II and was first cele-
brated in 1952.  The new festival can occur 
anywhere from the last week of May to the 
third week of June; this year it falls on Mon-
day, May 23. 

Announcement of the Festival of Goodwill and 
its placement in relation to the other full-moon 
festivals came in the context of prophecies of 
far-reaching importance.  Although no dates 
were given, the Tibetan prophesied that the 
Christ will reappear on Earth, the Hierarchy of 
Masters will be externalized, and a New World 
Religion will emerge to serve humanity’s spiri-
tual needs in the Aquarian Age.  The New 
World Religion, we were told, will grow out 
of, but eventually replace, the sectarian relig-
ions of the Piscean Age.  Rather than dividing 
people it will embrace people of every persua-
sion and from every nation.  The new religion 
will also embrace some aspects of Masonic 
tradition, restoring ritual to the importance it 
had in the ancient mystery schools. 

The Festival of Goodwill is closely linked to 
emergence of the New World Religion.  In-

deed it will be the high point of a liturgical 
calendar which, like those of so many ancient 
traditions, will be based on lunar and solar cy-
cles.  The new festival celebrates the increas-
ing presence in the world of the Second Aspect 
of Deity.  It celebrates not the transcendent but 
the immanent presence of Love-Wisdom, ex-
pressed through humanity.  The Tibetan ex-
plained:   

[It] will be the festival of the spirit of 
humanity—aspiring towards God, seek-
ing conformity with the Will of God and 
dedicated to the expression of right hu-
man relation…  It will be a day whereon 
the spiritual and divine nature of man-
kind will be recognised.1

He added that the festival, while new to us, has 
long been observed on Hierarchical levels.  It 
synthesizes the messages of Easter and the 
Wesak Festival, the messages of the historic 
Christ and the Buddha: 

On this festival, for two thousand years, the 
Christ has represented humanity and has 
stood before the Hierarchy and in the sight 
of Shamballa as the God-Man, the Leader 
of His people and “the Eldest in a great 
family of brothers”…  Each year at that 
time He has preached the last sermon of the 
Buddha before the assembled Hierarchy.  
This will therefore be a festival of deep in-
vocation and appeal, of a basic aspiration 
towards fellowship, of human and spiritual 
unity, and will represent the effect in the 
human consciousness of the work of the 
Buddha and of the Christ.2   

The New World Religion will no doubt include 
traditional religious activities, such as collec-
tive worship, participation in the mysteries,3 
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and missionary work.  But, in a larger sense, it 
will also embrace the whole range of individ-
ual and collective activities that enhance hu-
man consciousness.  These activities can per-
vade all areas of human endeavor, including 
health care, education, business, government, 
the military, entertainment, and sports.  The 
essential ingredient will be the Will-to-Good: 
the impulse to reach out to other people, to 
express those soul qualities that break down 
barriers, motivate service, and improve the 
human condition.  The Christ Festival will 
celebrate that reaching out, that new sense of 
joyful involvement in all things human, that 
commitment to building a better world. 

Recently we were 
given a glimpse of the 
New World Religion 
in what might seem 
an unlikely place: the 
funeral of Pope John 
Paul II.  The late pope 
helped free Eastern 
Europe from Com-
munism; publicly 
apologized to the 
Jews for centuries of 
atrocities perpetrated 
in the name of Christ; 
and personally for-
gave the Turkish man 
who shot and 
wounded him.  Througho
John Paul reached out to 
gious leaders of all persu
levels of society.  He dre
by his humility, his deep
concern for ordinary peo
ple’s conviction that he e
higher than the purely hu

However, it was in his de
truly drew the world to h
and death dominated the 
the end of a week of mou
Mass—the time-honored
and resurrection—was th
event of all time.  Leader
tion, representatives of ev
and people by the million
Rome.  The requiem was

the world and watched by hundreds of millions 
more.  Not everyone who participated shared 
the late pope’s beliefs; there are even dis-
agreements within the Catholic Church itself.  
What we saw was the ability of people of dif-
ferent traditions and different beliefs, Christian 
and non-Christian, to come together to share in 
a spiritual experience that far transcended doc-
trine and authority—an experience that many 
of the participants said they would carry with 
them for the rest of their lives.  Something 
happened that day that was unique in human 
memory. 

To set aside differences, as people did at the 
funeral, to experience the unifying divine pres-

ence in the world is 
what the New World 
Religion is all about.  
This is, in no way, to 
say that the new relig-
ion will grow directly 
or even indirectly from 
the present Church of 
Rome.  Like every 
Christian institution, it 
has perverted the 
Christ’s message;4 and 
some of its beliefs and 
practices have become 
crystallized forms.  
But what lies behind 
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those forms, and be-
hind the forms of other religious (and even 
some secular) traditions, can provide the foun-
dation on which the new religion is built.  The 
new religion will give new meaning and sig-
nificance to what is preserved and will offer 
new spiritual opportunities.   

The Festival of the Christ is a time to celebrate 
these new opportunities.  The Christ is not the 
property of a particular sect but the expression 
of the Second Aspect of Deity to all religions 
and all people.  The Christ is not divisive but 
unifying, bringing into harmony all that has 
been separated and discordant.  The sign of 
Gemini, in which the festival occurs, expresses 
the juxtaposition of pairs of opposites; but the 
transit of the Sun/Son through the sign ex-
presses their resolution at a higher level.  Ten-
sion between the opposites provides the crea-

rterly, 2005. 51



The Esoteric Quarterly 

tive impulse to build what has yet to come into 
manifestation.   

We speak of “celebrating” the Festival of 
Goodwill.  But it would be a mistake to think 
of the festival as simply a new public holi-
day—a day when the schools close and there is 
no mail delivery.  The fact that it has been ob-
served at Hierarchical levels for 2,000 years 
should remind us that the festival is not just be 
for souls presently in incarnation.  It is a time 
when the Christ and the masters reach out to 
us, drawing together everyone in the “three 
worlds” and raising them to a higher con-
sciousness  It is a sharing—a communion—in 
which entities on every plane of reality experi-
ence the divine presence:   

Perhaps one of the major messages for all 
of us who read these words is this great 
truth and fact of the physical Presence on 
Earth at this time of the Christ, of His group 
of disciples and executives, of Their repre-
sentative activities on behalf of mankind 
and of Their close relationship. This rela-
tionship comes out at certain of the great 
spiritual festivals where the relationship 
demonstrated includes not only the King-
dom of God but also the Father and the Fa-
ther's Home.5

So what should we do?  The day of the full 
moon and the two days preceding and follow-
ing it are “sacred times.”  During the whole 
five-day period we should open ourselves 
mentally to the master’s approach, allow our-
selves to receive energy and impressions flow-
ing to us in greater abundance than at any other 
time of the year.  Then we should work indi-
vidually and in groups of every size to impress 
upon the collective human consciousness the 
qualities of acceptance, compassion, forgive-
ness and goodwill that can transform our 
world.  For this very purpose we have been 
given the Great Invocation.  Significantly, the 
festival is one of “deep invocation and ap-
peal.”6  Moreover, we are told that the Christ 
himself uses the Invocation during the Higher 
Interlude: 

There is the Festival of Easter, the Festival 
of the Buddha Who in physical Presence 
expresses the spiritual solidarity of our 

planet, and the Festival in June [as it was in 
that year], peculiarly the Festival of the 
Christ, when He—as leader of the New 
Group of World Servers—employs the new 
Invocation on behalf of all men of goodwill 
in all lands; at the same time, He gathers up 
the inchoate and unexpressed demands of 
those masses who seek a new and better 
way of life.  They want love in daily living, 
right human relations and an understanding 
of the underlying Plan.7

For those who have yet to make the Great In-
vocation a regular part of their esoteric work, 
this year’s Festival of Goodwill will provide an 
opportunity to participate in a worldwide act of 
group service.  For those already using the In-
vocation on a daily basis, the festival can be a 
time to enhance its effectiveness through spe-
cial attention to its objectives, energy, and 
mantric quality.  The science of invocation and 
evocation8 will become of major importance in 
the New World Religion.  In place of conven-
tional prayers addressed to a personalized God, 
we shall directly invoke needed energies, mak-
ing use of universal laws that we shall come to 
understand and utilize.   

The responsibilities are great, but the opportu-
nities are unlimited.  Let us celebrate the Festi-
val of the Christ in a way that will honor the 
divinity in each one of us and in the whole 
human family.  And may we allow that divin-
ity to express itself through new commitment 
to love our neighbor and put into practice the 
principles that will produce a new and better 
way of life.  Humanity is at a turning point in 
the evolution of consciousness.  Let us not fal-
ter as we prepare to move forward.  Through 
the collective efforts of humanity and the Hier-
archy we shall restore the Plan on Earth. 

Dr. John F. Nash 
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Book Reviews 
 

 
The Gentle Art of Blessing by Pierre 
Pradervand.  Published by Cygnus Books, 
P.O. Box 15, Llandeilo SA19 6YX, United 
Kingdom.  Email: publications@cygnus-
books.co.uk.   Paperback. £15.00. 

In his introduction, the author describes how a 
painful experience and his effort to heal his 
thinking and overcome a deep-seated resent-
ment gradually gave birth to this book. Prader-
vand shares a simple and practical method, 
grounded in years of heartfelt and persistent 
practice, for developing an awareness that is 
constantly centered in the transformative and 
benevolent power of Love.  

The “art of blessing” is based on the idea that 
there are “precise and effective spiritual laws” 
behind the “veil of material appearance.” 
These laws, such as the Law of Positive Ex-
pectations, along with the Laws of Attraction, 
Right Return, Right Thinking, Harmony and 
Unconditional Love, are what make the uni-
verse a place of infinite good and abundance. 
The author illustrates their munificent opera-
tion via a wealth of anecdotes and a varied 
range of quotes from the world’s spiritual lit-
erature. He shows how it is possible to attune 
to and activate these laws through The Gentle 
Art of Blessing.  

Pradervand describes the technique of blessing 
as actively affirming from the deepest recesses 
of the heart, “unrestricted good for others and 
events.” He goes on to say that when “we bless 
from our innermost beings, each situation and 
all those we meet without the slightest concern 
for expression or appearances” we will “ex-

pand our heart from a narrow cubicle to a tem-
ple without walls.”  

He shows how blessing attracts joy and good-
ness into our own life and into the life of oth-
ers, how it opens us up to the possibility of 
healing, to an experience of Unity and to “an 
awareness of the omnipresent beauty hidden 
from material eyes.”  

This book teaches that “everything is grist for 
the mill” from the most mundane activity to 
the most challenging circumstances; that bless-
ing is the “ultimate form of giving,” “a way of 
developing a constant awareness of the divine” 
and a means for teaching us to live without 
judgment in the present. The Gentle Art of 
Blessing is a practical and potent tool for in-
voking and evoking greater Light, Love and 
Power. Since the jewels of wisdom it contains 
can be easily incorporated into virtually any 
spiritual practice it is sure to have universal 
appeal. This is a book we will want to use and 
share with others. 

Donna Brown 
Washington, DC 

 
Agni: Way of Fire by Bruce Lyon.  Pub-
lished by White Stone Publishing, New Zea-
land (whitestone@highden,org), 2004.  265 
pages, 30+ colour diagrams and charts.  Hard-
back $55.00US or paperback $22.00US.   

The other day I accompanied a group of young 
people to Gravity Canyon just south of Tai-
hape in New Zealand’s North Island.  This is 
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